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CHIEF MALKIN: Today's date is January 
8th, 2002. The time is 2058 hours. This is 
Battalion Chief Malkin of the Safety 
Battalion. I'm conducting an interview with 
Pete Metzger, fireman fourth, Engine 55, 
regarding the events of September 11th. 

Also in the room is Battalion Chief 

O'Donnell of the Safety Battalion. what 

follows now is the interview with Fireman 

Metzger. 

A. On the morning of September 11th I got 
relieved about 8:30. Engine 55 had a run for a 
gas leak on the west side. From there 55 went to 
the towers. Me, Pat Schuppel and Fireman 
Siragusa made our way to the World Trade Center 
after the second plane hit the towers. 

55 was parked in front of the north 
tower. I went there and grabbed my helmet, which 
I left on the rig. An older chief kind of 
motioned us all across the street on the west 
Side, West Street, to the command post, where we 
waited and tried to get into the building. 

We were there probably 15 minutes 


before the first one came down. As it came down, 
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we all went underneath the building right there. 
I'm not sure what building it was. It might 
be -- 

Q. It's on the west side of West Street, 
the building? 

A. On West Street. I guess it was the 
Merrill Lynch building. I think it was probably 
the Merrill Lynch building has an underground 
parking garage. Everyone that was at the command 
post went under that. 

I came back, searched that area, the 
underground parking garage, went up, saw a little 
of the command post. I was with a captain. I 
don't know who it was. He said, "Let's go on out 
the back." As we made our way out the back, 


which is in the little green area near the 


harbor -- 
Q. Right. 
A. -- the second tower came down. 


I hooked up with Pat Schuppel, who I 
started with. Probably for a couple minutes we 
hustled. We just regrouped back there on the 
water. Then we went back to the towers, where we 


started putting out car fires and whatnot. 
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Some guys needed help up on the 
promenade deck, the second floor of I guess it's 
the customs building or one of these buildings, 
on the corner of Vesey and West. So I went up 
there and started helping this Squad 288. I 
carried out a couple bodies or at least one body 
that I remember. I think it was a captain. 


I worked up there a little bit, came on 


down. 
Q. The guy you carried out was a captain? 
A. Yeah. 
Q. Do you know what happened to him; do 
you know? 


A. I don't know. His injuries were not 
conclusive. He was kind of intact. 

Q. He was out in the street? 

A. No. He was up on that second level of 
the building on the corner of Vesey and West. I 
guess it was Six World Trade, probably the 
customs building, but I'm not sure of that. 

We kind of worked up there a bit. We 

came on down. We went up to Barclay street, went 
north and west, made a right on Barclay, down 


Church. From there I saw a member of 55 Engine 
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that was hooked up with another local company. 
I said good-bye to the squad buddies. 
From there we searched a big old hotel that was 
on I guess Trinity, the Millennium Hotel. We 
searched all the rooms in that place, found 
nothing. We came on down. It took a while. 
About that time -- 
Q. How did you get into the rooms? 
A. There were a couple companies working 
together, and the first couple doors we popped. 
Then someone found the maid's keys. They found 


two maids' keys, master keys, and we swiped. 


Q. Who was working in there with you; do 
you know? 
A. Who was working in there? 


Q. Just off the top of your head, if you 
can remember. 

A. There was a local company. It might 
have been Engine 15 or 18. The captain was 
there. I'm not sure if his boys were there. 
Then there was a Brooklyn company. I'm not sure 
who that was. 

Q. Okay. 


A. There was a bunch of us, and the 
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officers had the keys and they would open the 
doors, and we would all go in and search them. 
All the rooms were immaculate. The first or 
second floors were dusty. Everything else was 
fine. So we did that for a while, you know, 50 
stories. 

We came on down. From there, I think 
that's when seven was going to come down. So 
they backed everybody out, somewhere near Church 
and Trinity, I guess. I remember being near the 
cemetery, and there's an old Church building up 
there. I'm not exactly sure where we were. But 
we were up in the Church, Park, Murray, Barclay, 
this area. 

So we sat there for a while. Seven 
World Trade came down. After that came down, we 
all kind of regrouped. I think we started to 
stretch a tower ladder down Vesey Street towards 
Seven World. This was kind of late at night. 
Maybe this was 8 or 9. 

I saw 55 Engine, so I abandoned that 
stat ship, me and the other 55 guy, hopped on 
with our 55 gang, and we kind of did a little 


cruise around the Trade Center area, did a little 
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digging in the north tower, and then we came home 
by 12 or 1 or 2. 
Yeah, that was that. 
Q. That was it? 
A. Yeah. 
CHIEF MALKIN: This concludes the 
interview with Firefighter Pete Metzger of 


Engine 55. The time is now 2103 hours. 


